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Abstract

Geographically situated in the circle of fire in the Pacific and bordering the
pacific tectonic plate, makes the Filipino archipelago one of the most disas
ter-prone areas in the world. As aresult of this exposure, it is estimated that
an annua USD 7.893 million are spent directly to the multi-hazard preven-
tion, promotion and response, representing the 69% of social expenditurein
the country. Multilevel efforts to prevent the results of the disasters hitting
the Philippines have been developed, including the local, regional, country
and regiona areas. These efforts are being developed at operational and pro-
motional levels, including the political initiatives at local, country and re-
gional frameworks. There have been political effortsto create guidelines so as
to work on disaster risk reduction and vulnerability reduction for the most
vulnerable countries, with the first world conference held in 1994. The second
onein Hyogo in 2005 produced a comprehensive guideline for therisk reduc-
tion for the most vulnerable countries, focusing on those most at risk like ar-
chipelagos, countriesin high risk areas and high impact areas. Thereisasur-
prisingly small amount of literature published concerning the impact of the
political initiatives and its impact on the health of such populated areas. The
paper describes the responses generated by the Filipino government after
Yolanda, based on the legal framework that Hyogo provided, as well as pro-
vides a literature review of the published manuscripts on different sources,
finalisng with several recommendations as the improvement of the coordi-
nation and communication between levels of implementation, the clarifica-
tion of the real problems identified for each area and the coordination be-
tween all the actors involved (local government, INGOs, regional govern-
ment, international initiatives...) in the DRR processin an area to avoid du-
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Abbreviations and Symbols

DRR: Disagter Risk Reduction

DRRM: Disaster Risk Reduction Management

LGU: Loca Government Unit

MDG: Millennium Development Goals

NDRRMP: National Disaster Response and Recovery Management Plan
RA: Republic Act

HFA: Hyogo Framework of Action
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